A Journey on the Ocean Floor
(Starting on page 41 of the Text Book)  

The features of the ocean floor contain mountain ranges, _________   __________, and __________   _____________.   Not only that, but all of these features under the ocean tend to be much ______________ than the similar features on land. 

Label the following diagram of the ocean floor using the list of words given below:  

Continental Shelf, Continental Slope, Abyssal Plain and Mid-Atlantic Ridge
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The greatest influence in shaping the ocean floor is the movement of the Earth’s __________ through the tectonic processes.  When two plates are pushed apart, the underlying ___________ oozes up and quickly hardens, and forms long, undersea mountain chains called __________   ___________.  These ridges are the ______________ areas of the sea floor and are still being formed by _____________    _____________ underneath the ocean.  With each new eruption, the new material pushes the tectonic plates further apart.  
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  At some point, the plates moving apart from the mid-ocean ridge must come in contact with other plates.  When two plates collide, the ____________ plate is forced to bend steeply down beneath the _____________ dense plate.  When this happens, this a ____________ is formed.  One of the deepest trenches is called the __________   _____________.  It extends _____ km below sea level.  
Between the high mountain ranges at the centre of the _________ and the deep trenches at their edges, the ocean floors are very flat.  These wide, open features of the deep sea are called _____________   _______________.    They are formed of thick ____________, up to 1 km deep in places.  The sediments come from the continents, brought to the ocean by ______________.  They reach the sea floor by great underwater ________________ that can be either started by __________________________________________________________________.

Questions
1. Scientists speculate that most of the water that originally formed the oceans several billion years ago came from two different courses.  List these two sources: (i) _________________   (ii) ____________________
2. What are the wide, flat areas of the ocean basin called? 

__________________________________________________________.

3. What is the name of the ocean floor where two tectonic plates are moving apart?                        ____________________________________.

4. How did the continents move into their current location?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

5. Explain how erupting volcanoes contributed to the formation of ocean basins? (Hint – 2 ways) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

6. Fill in the table below to illustrate a ridge and explain how it is formed.
	Ocean Floor Feature
	What does it look like?
	How is it formed?

	Ridge


	
	


In the illustration to the left, indicate the location AND name of the feature created when two plates are forced apart by the upwelling of magma.





Name:  ____________________________________________








